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ABSTRACT 



MF-fO;B3 HC^J1.67 Elus tostage.^ 
CopDunicaticn (Ihoujlt ^Tracafer) | ^C^teria^i 
^Eeeision Hafcingi ^Discourse jkfialy ais; Higher 
^ucmttoni language iatternai ^Language Stylesi 
lianguag€ Osage; Lingiiaatlas i StaDdaiasY Student 
Motivatiottr ^Writing. Skills 
^Coipbsing Irocess ; ^Generative fftflistlcs 



A "generatiyeNstflistics" aflicach^tc nn 
presents usable^ conscious standarfls for the prccluetioD^ arrangement,- 
and rearrangement of writteii discourse thereby teachiJig studeflts he^ 
to make appropriate decisions atout lailgiiage^usage* Based en research 
studies' that indicate the dependence ei the uriting pioceis on the \ 
decision making process in areas such as GchersEce^ cifler , and ^ 
intended austiance^' this approach could affect student fflctlvaticn 
po^sitively beQanse it iiplies an iiplacit itateaent cf the tasks to 
Hbe^ accomplished and presents standards for detsr mining success* While 
areas of linguistics {tagneoics anfi trarsfortfaticna'l graffimar) Ind 
composition theory contribtite to the uEde^rstaading of the writing 
procese^ they do not offer workable criteria for oaking dfcislcns and 
cannot be used in tstablishlng a ccnprelensive generative stylistlce. 
After research has defined ho^ forms and patterns cf 'language affect 
the reader apa ho\j the reader responds to elemects cf varying 
relevance^ a fisea set cf standarfls caB be estatlifihed that offets 
fixed^ patterns 9f expected and unexpected '^arr an genent in iiritten 
discourse which will elicit predictable audience regjcnaea* Tbese 
V standards -If ould also provide focusing technigues £ti Deasrring 
writing and guidlaq rev^sioni (BAII . ^ - ^ . ' ' 



^ Reprcductions supplied by IDRS are the best that can te made ^ 
^ If rem the original docunent* \ * 
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''PER^llSSlON TO 'R|PRODUCe-TKlS^ /■ , ' -. ... ' - - - . / ^ UJ. DgpfiRTMiNT ©F Ml^Lm' 

MATERIAL HAS BEiN Gn^T-ED BY . . 'w. EOUqATI©** a WlLFARi -w 

> ' > ' ^ ' . 4 NATieNAL JMSTitUtt OP 

/Robert de Beaugrande. / iBo'c&Ti©N 

" — — ( . , THiS DOCUMENT HAS WEN REprO» 

\ i . * ■. ■ ' DUCED eXACT4y AS .RECEIVED FROM 

• •' : : . — - — Siting as .a' pecbioi* irocess • " ^ : „ m^%:i^?MWXm::i 

TO THE eduCATtON^L RESOURCES . „ ? , ■ \ . STATED DO NOT NECiSlARlLY REpre"- 

iNFQRMATlON •.CE^STiR (ERlCi AND 4 % ' ' ' ' " ' SENT OFF ICJ^L NATIONAL I NSTITUTE oP 

USiAsOFTHEERjCBVstEM- ■ \ R^fTt de.Bel^gri^t. * ' education position OR^POUCY 

'. ' . ° ' i., ' ] t ■ ~ ' [ ^ ■' ■ ■ ■ / . • r ' ■ ■■ ' . _j 

To students of today, a writing course i.eems to b&."tihe one situmtion 

: in^ollege-tn which you are going to be taught smfe thing "that- you seem to need 

to know all about te^^t you can lewfn a^ri^hitig" (S, Millar 197611) * This is 
^ bacause teaehers and irMtruotion digtgners have^yat to p^o^ide an solicit and 
cOTpleta account of the skills tlmt tai^t iAretered^in order to wits sucoeas- 
J full^s In the wantuTie^ we contimia^to praeuppose and^ «^rd; aLbilities which we = 

cannot .di3*aetly create or iafluenee^Vlth tl^ methodi, of- traditional instruction* 

■*» » , ■ ■ '- ^ ■ . ' ' ■ - ' 

Confronted by m p^ulttlon.of students lAio^ for "rarloue ^asohs (euoh ae 
mass media .passivlsatlon/ atid the deolire of reading as a pastime Miong young " ' 
people ):^ haVe not sFen ^:?elo^0d a prov^iaional le^d, of witing ekilla^ the ^ 
thaoiy'^and methodplo^ of^^eraiposltlpn bB^VB movad their foous amy from the 
product , the te^ct^ towrd th^ \^roceg§ of witing (of, jthe pioneering study 
by Snlg 1971)* ¥a ,oro beooining ^^^t^e of the r€la^Mhlp|'beti/eeh the cOTplexity 
and wriatiility of language on the one hmnd^ ahd the mst diff^ances in personal ' 
language ascperienee and ahilitiei on the othw^ An e^pprienaed and successful 

-■ ■i' ■ V V. ■ 

user of language imwt\ oomand a oet of strategies for saj-ectingi from among 
the options of the entire Iwguage^ thMe uhloh are suiteble for a giTen context, 
and audience s I shall therefore argus tlmt witing instruction ahould aonsist of 
presenttrifw and applying usable criteria for malcing appropO'iate decisions about 
language ug a with rei^ct to the production and fOTmation of texts (cfe Milic \ 
1?65) , FdlloKlni tl\a Tief^.^of ite^.^e etchers (Otamnn 1959^ Milia 1971, Spillner 
197U) that style is the manifeitation and rea%4t of the choices made by the 
speaker/writer^ I stmll designate sueh an approach as "generative styliatios" 
(Beaup'ande lJ77a)» ^ . i 

£^ ^PeODla who speak or, write jnust make a vast number of intarconnected denijions, 

■ a ^ V - ■ i 



, The dacisioM of- sp^aktrs art in wa^ i^sifim.^ baMiise the 'sltuation^^ 
ipeeeh interaction ailew conalder^le roai^ for a^an^ti^^^ apd 
raetsfcemant, Possibla iRisiindarstandtnfs 'can be wsr^ the uea' facial 

axpres^Qn and gtstureSj, and 4ha haarers eaft always interppse^^ a clarifi- 
cation* Th# dsciaions of wittfs art ^an. to no siich racom^sa^ It foUow th^t 
a witing progiw niuet sta-i^e to move the dacislon^aking 'prDoaes froji the realm 
Of intuition and ehanca to a Le^al wiiera the gritj«|ji ideoidi^i are ^oonactwsi,! 
€3^liclt, and efficient^ ^This flbwn ths aetml production of tesrte 

cOMii^rably in the early phasts of tratning, but it ^11 ' greatly ratduftf the 
varua arid fortuitous aspects of iiiaeass in w^tiog, e^^eriJi^tats sugg#tt. that' 
an e^licit etatemant ©fitha tasks to ha aDompllshed%nd thaViMndUirds fw 

^ ^ . . V ■ • ■ •■• '' '. ■ 

\ ^ ■ . . . ^ - * -I ' 

detaraining suacess has a itrang posit iTe effeet on studsint motiraWoa/ 

All phases of the^rlt^ng prooess dej^^^ on daolsion jnEking* ^Era n the aot 

of pei'cslTifig the human envlrorment i^volvis oomplax dacl^toni ^out ^hat is 

, _ ^ ^ ^ . . ...... 

Important and how peroaptipn should b© arranged and int ©uprated (^©ung/Becker/Pike 
1970). RicMrd Ohnmnn (1959) ai^aka of ♦'eplBtemio cheieie" as "a witar'e ^ 
method of disascting the tjii^erie ai expf^ised ^ the infinite numbte" of . 
ahoioae he [or she] jnak^s.'^ F^ank D*Ang$lD (1975) asserts tlmt ^ttJrns of 
thinking mere w less dij*ectly dataraine the planning acul orgiinirf.ng^pJ* 
discourae» Richard L^'larson Cl971^^^^971b) views "mwasiants of miiid" as ^ 

_ _ _ K ^ '■ ' ' : - i , 

mnifasted in tha arrangenient of essays © It Wuld he a aii^ke^ however^ to ^ ^ 
assume that thoughts #re orglntmd in precisely the sami mys as dlscoOTsee, 
inffiila lisboOTSi is linear and reprssen'^ oriy ina Teraion of i^at is heing 
cdmniiiniTOtodj thpughts oreaore likely hierarchic and represent a oomplex 
interweaving of possible alternatives regarding tfhat is to be COTminicated^ 
Therefore the traniition fTOT the mental to the- witten medlmn inrolres at least 
the i'eduction of imltlTalenoe and cmmunt alter wtivas' as ifeiyas an 



^ arrmngpnfnt of iion*linaarl^ stowd elamtntiin a lirtsar medet Vierad f rem -this 
' kngle,' the Ijmsiise ma^ ior ehaoi andiK*rar invritinf become at^tdant* "Thii 

kargin can be reduced to jaatmgMble propm^±oT^ sitter Lengthy e^arienee 

\. ^- ■ ^' ^ • ^ . ■ • ^ . ■ ■ ^ . 

^,_^in- the preduetlon and rearmngemerit of taxts^ or bj referring to © sat of \ 

" > ^ ^ \ ^ ■ : / : \ ■ ^ ^ ' . . . ' ' * . 

\ \0n 'the other Wnd* there powerful *fac tore whiofe work to impope ^ 

\ \ ^' / " ^ ■ / ■ ' • ^^^^ ■ ' ' ^ 

eoisaran^a aod order upon diacoiMe* ^ Kenneth Pike (196bJ/ points out that the 

^^fi minfl saama umhlt to function without eom^..^£vareal inrariant prlnclplas 

of organisEtipfJ , . The irotari^ itored in the mi^ arrt uied. as a base for discourse 

iir^t therefGr# be pre-*sertad soina extant^ iWadditlda,^ the decisions inwia 

tarly in the writing ^oeess draEtioidly reduea .the At^niiti^es to be ^coreidared 

latel** on, 4;^witer must deaida att onoe wtat tte p^«pe^cti7a readter mudienDe will 

hep and obneidar the presuppoiitions^ beliefs^ and^ttitmes c^ that audience. 



6 



{cf. in particular PamrsalX 19^6^^ and..tfoia!ig/^eaktr/Piki WIO^ oh* 8^12)^ As BOon 
a.a this aepeat is clartfied| many d^lsiona rbgErdtng alt^tmtt^ea of ©slectiOT, 

and srrangemant^wlll be graatly simplifiad. For eMjaple^ the p^ei^'toiaa knc^iledgt- hald 

V ' ^ . ' . . 

by the ihtehded andfenee deterMifiis tha density of infomation In ifie textj^ that 



thB< rate' ^p.t irtiich new tnforiaation can be introduaed' and the ajiiount of 
baoM^€urd that must aecQmpany the latter (cf* Beaugrande 1978a )s klBO^ the 
^udienoe e^actatipns B&rwe to decide the degree of ordinarir^es ttmt a tekt ^ 
and Ita €pmp^Bni elOTents should maintaitie If a wit^ seleots^ ordinEffy elements^, 
notably lekioal. onea^ an aMdOTtc audience irtll find the^^te^t dull /and pedeetrian, 
i^hile highly non^rdinaiy elraents will ann^ or mrmn offend an audlanoe^ that does 
not OTpl^ such elOTents 4n i^dting. It followi that 1 witw mmt fulfill at 
least some expectstloM of any audience^ but mtiit^also dp^iat© somewhat, frm 
those expectatiQiis if anythirtg Ww or intar^ting Is^ to be. comiuaicated^ The 
rat^ between fulfillment and- non^fulfllteent of electa tlons ai;^t b6.,es^bll^hed\ 



witli reipscti'to the intended audieriet and ite interpntim strategics. As I hsTe 
shown in detail elsaiihara (Beaufrande LftTb), tht qaalitieB ©f ^on^ordt winsss 



and non*e3Cpeetadness do not alwys ooineidei for ijsBipls, peptic laftguags is 

pecti' of. languaga 1 



ehartoterized by mxi^ nop^wdlnary aspect i . of. langimga 'Use -rtitch are nQMtheless 



€3^6ct8d within the contaxt of poitry^y siKh as rim©, dispLaoed syntax^ and 
arehaia words a» 

• ' ' " ■ - ' • . . ' ' ^ 

All this suggeits that succeasfid writing la topG^slblf unlsss the vould' 
■ -- " ' . . ' . ■ 

be w*itar tij^mt beQcmes a auff ic it atl7 skillful reader to be able to astlmate, 



the affeet of Wis cr her own taxta on a prospaotiTO audienaa^ _Xt fDllows that 
the daoisiDn'-fimklnf critCT^ta I hmm adToaatad fear presentation must be^oirertly 
obsarrable in samples of good wlting^ sueh that ^ty olosa rsadir^ "jand I 
would saa the releTanea of lltaratm^e for the modernr sttidant in this vmry 
factor beemes a pro^^ss of .conscious toaining is .the cdntrol and use of 
languaga. ' . ^ • / ^ 

I should like to staryey the fealBi of lin^tatlc rasaaroh (sas ai6o B^ugrande 
a978b^ to ise what Mn b© ^sd in ietting^^ I 
outlined abWe, In struo^OTal lirwuiBties^ tht notion of the ^paradip^tie" 

aspect Of langu^fe earned J^o* spaci^ what the lir^uiatioalJy possible altarrmti^^ 

t% ■ . ^ - . ■ ' ' ■ ^' ■■- - 

wer^^ for a giTren^slot" in dlaooiurae* Tagmemlca widened thm aeope to incljide 

' • • ' ' ' , -. ■ ' * 

not oftly language elements^ but Vther types of ^eommunioation ©rid behETior ap 
capable of occurring elota in discourse^ However^ sti^uoturri llnguisticp had 
little to say about the actml ariteria f^^deciding what TOuld be selected to 
fill a alot^ relegating euch coMideratlons to\the le^el of "parole" p that is^ 
the vajriables of tanpaage uee not djamed fit Mr SGiantlfic daacrip&Dne The 
tapiam^ on the other hand^ is itielf a cOTibina^ion of a glTen slot aM th^ 
clasi of ,^el erne nte' capable of oecuro'li^l the ^ot^ plus — If I understand the 
theoty c^reotly ™ at least sM#eriterla f or determining what shmild ■be--ohosena 

: ■ ■ ■' • ■/ ^ • ^ 



TapkTOiBts have^ accOTdingXy pronfidad tha moet detaiied pad eoRpfehenelTe aseDunt 
of the factwfe* ix^fL^^nsi^:lJktiga^g% deGisions within the framework of itrUGtiiral 
liaguistici^ as £&, as I knm (jDung/Beeksr/P^e 1970)* H©w©Tar, the steuotoral, 
/ not ion of .the slot seens prDblraatip, iinca it appsaj^s t© ^©i.upposs a framawork 
of BrrangmmBnt i^ther thah to jis^l^ia how mioh a frMawork eTOlTes Sn the f Jrat . 
plaea» In qthdr wards^ I do not sat quite how ths'ncrtioQ of the slot is ea^Datibla 
with an unbiased ^couttt of hm form stoIyss dijaetj^ out of oOTmEaaioational ceatent* 
JJils-iErik Enkviit {191X) ^ followii^ Richard Otenann (I96U), Tisws traDsferaatakwl 
graninmr aa the isost OOTplata nodal foe linpijstic choiess Yet trans fOTamtlonal \ 
graimar can onlj aeoottnt tm w^t^Jehn M^lpn (I969) dsecribes aJ^^^Titactlc 
flueaeji*' partiaula|^^4ti ths M'ea of "santtnoe«COTbiningft" Sinde it is pradicatad 
.on the idea that syntax is tttoncMous of othar languaga factwa (aran in Chcmslgr*© 
recent werkj cf» Ssarle 1976)^ trarisfomatiofml p*am«mr is intrinsically unfit 
to prorlda, workabli critwia for declditig' ©n one ^^tartSo ^tt^n as opposad to 
another. It Is surely too sirople to assume that syntaetie coiaplexity is idantioal 

jd^th high qiaality or maturity in witing^ since that wDuld_ lose sight of the 

' ' ■ '-^ . ' ^ ' ""v 

varioUB types of reader aiidie.nofe , , ' ^ . 

Wa can therefore Qonolude* that the mains "toom of: Aa^ loan ling^istice can '\ 
be used to state at least soma fmml alternatiwas^ but not to d^iTa workiable^ 
criteria for making decifiiow about those GltarmtiveSfi A ototeMnt of altar natiTes 
is BDnetheleas important* Mina Shaughnassy ( 1976 1 139) points rat that oultiiraliy 
disadvanteged students a^e *'ristrictecl as writars 1 9.^] to a very narrow range of ^ 
-s:\mtactlaj semantic^ and rhetwioal optlonso" , ^ ^ 

TJrtfertunatelyi the situation iri/coriippsltion theoiy is not hruoh better* ^^Ichard 

. J . ' \ / ' ^ ' " / = 

L, Larson (1976f?l) Bvmn it up as follows- \ . . * ' 

have, in Btudtee o^ferai, largely a record of search fOT.fOTiulaa and patterns 
in diseom*sa, and a record of advica on tha properties that well*ordered dteccm'se 
ought, in^tha a priori JudgeMnt of thf^ista^ to artiibite But the^ reasons for 
the effeetivenesi of dlfferSnt f^ttarni^ the wys in which thajj parts interact^ 



tht meet* ussftil t©chtd.quaa ©f deciding upon parbtcui^ ea^encts of steps in 
compMing "—'ia short j ma^ ©f the fui^Mierital'topies one has to adtoeii in * 
ehaeeing ^a f ona .f or a ooropaeitipri — toTt bmmn daalt wltli B lightly, ha'sltantly 
or not^at allV ^' ' * ' « _ 

Hare again, lack of vorkabW eriteria for Mklmg dacieie^ie care ti»tut« the weiflc 

peint for ^M^bLiehini a aamprahenelTe fenferatiTe S'tylistics* , . 

^ One. ma jer vsakneea has wisan fr@n the- fact thMt^ita^ reBaarehars hB^Ym 

postulated these "f©rsnias.and patterns " mentloMd by LM^son ©n the basis of . 

purely f s^al aMlyeis ©f wltli^ stopl«iAthout an und^l^nf cQTOiB^teatlon* 

©riented theary. Thm the ctata ganemtped h|.s baanjad hoe and bas i^tp^aklJLy 

explalnsci' hew f DrBi^evclTee cot ^ thei^^lra^ to cOTBmniDat© e^ntetft^^ aeMcially ^ ' 

with reepect to aeal'e aspeGta of p*ainma* and eynt«p Fmnelfe Cteia%f nsen/ . 

jC1^7s6) eyen rt^arses prioritips hy sufiesti^ that "thi Mrs form of the 

sentanea gadaratas ideas - 

There are viJ*ious wys of ^^lating Cbrm ^ oontent, as a lor® standing dispute 

among people ttoougHoiit tha Hmimnitias atteits« lut &: spwi^ Tie'tJpolnt is clearly 

-dOTandad for the apprMCh ^ m ad^^ 

the past are to be OY&roc^p roast iti'TeBtigate hew forw and patterns of language 

fuhetioh in c^itanunieationi that le, hm? th^affect raaderSg Each text contains 

, . ^ _ „ ^ _ - 

soma ^elertatits that r the bnoM and cthSrs ^ieh "»a 

less familiar or totally new to %h%n"i When a decision a^out the concrete fcrms 

of a tart must be mada^ the wi^r mn h^dly go wong by eenildtrlng which 

awangement piidaR the reader tovard the ne^gDr lirpertant infpjimtion in'tha 

most efficient ray. For example^ the c^iaf tnitoination in the tj^rwal English 

sentence appears in the yerb or ^erb oomplement ratHar than in the ambject 

' ■ ^ I. ^ ■■ ' . ' . 

(for an accessible aeco'unt^ sea Chafe 1970) ^ es^ciall^ in wtttnge This 
arrangemant ceraneeponds to the need ^© state the topic or thane of the 'sentence . 

^ii^re making sotii new paint abtot its It his been STifgasted (Firbas 1971) . 

that language elemants possess in ^hedr rei^etlve conttrts ir^toos degrsaa^f* 



''coratflinicmti^s dyntoism" asc«)dir^ t^- the rslamMe of th© elaisintt ths ^ 

raseareh aad ts^riwefitatloQ h©w readers respond to elemente TOiying 
reieTanoe^ the r€«\iltlng iniigh^TOiild dlrsetlj yttld tnfeiTOtive cri'teir^ 
£&T loiters g ThLs approach weuW ijct B^mn^that fl^ed pEf^tis would be igtebllshad 
.for witars t© follow, biit'^ rather ttot wltws w^ld ^ Eimre ©f whe^er 
are uBini aspacted ©r non*«e3qppctad arraeg essttte ^th rsgard to a glTen audi%naet 
In this^ faihtonj such preeelt^ lastiiS tW axtenttt© ^ich the aiidiinSa will , 

tolsrate non*^3q>€etadnesa without becTOii^ ceni^ad or Irritatad can be aet. Isi " 

- ; ■ ^ ■ ■ - ^ ^ — ^ ■ ^ A. ^ " ^ - ■ - - ' 

a meaninglHil, relatioMhCp to the wits* «*8 d©cle ions ab©ut Mmngamant at all 

■ ^ ' : \ ■ . ■ ' > ■ ^ ^ . .\ • . 

leTels, A ^et ©f fODtielng teehni^iS can be daTelDcad afloat which *Wia.w^t^ 

measwss wha^vis being prpdhieed^ ^oth* dvu^iof the proeass of wltti^ arid latv 

with a eya to reiriBifig^ 1 would h^^ that oonttTOed use of fDCuelng technlquOT 



in ravielng wuld lead to tte fOTroation of nsw writing Mbits a'n^ that th# tiaed 
tor reTisten would dwindle^ But the wit6ria undOTlying the stratglfs would ha 
stiff iclently coinplex that it^iS^t ha UTOanagsable to bear than all in i^nd' 
at oncee For a^mple, a wltir wh© tes selected a tepie and a prosp^otlTO 
atidtenfee may toII mnt to iry saineral altarnativee f anmnglng the tople 
elemeQtSi whetritr it la mere effective to steta a tg^othasia arti thin dafstid 

/ " ■ ■ ■ * ' ' ' ' . ^ - • 

ly ot to build up gradual arpfflients and present the hypethesis at the end would 
depend en the earbsnt to whieh the Iq^othesis mn be mdm acceptible to the rsadtira 
4n the one or the others AlsOp a witsr who ie a^teniU.^ to r large -^gale 
conaid^ation suoh aa thi^ might lose^ack ©f emller factors j such as lenteDCe 
.fonnatlQng Once the text li all prtsent in a ctaftj the deciaions made in itm 
'pr©duotlon can bp reconsidered ^iti a more infowied parspeotlvej slpee small ■^cal^ 
decisions can be direetad ^ the overall Intend^ funatiqn of the^tescb in 
teOTiwnlcationp Bpsclal read» attention oan be a^^used by 



arranging a stretch 



of tesrt in i*ich algnif leant tBfw^atton is atet©^ in a nan*exptet€d '£©ife^ ilao^ 
possible miiutidaratandinfe eaft ba ef f actively preTenttdV T touW straes *^ih' this 
cahnaction the 'P^alue @f miscue.aMl]^ts svah ki raported b^/Allen Witson (1976.)* 
U^ortunately^ I am limited hare to ioaraly sugifesting irhai*4i^8ptl©ri resaarch ^ 
f©r the developaent of ftmrati^ styListios ihould take. lOTpstigatiDn, of 
how texts act\^l]y €f iSet Madtt*s is only in, its bbginnlngi^ es^clally with 
TB^ard^gmm^^tmlJmynt^otim tmm^%%on^ In atiothar study (Bsaup^ande, l97-7b), 
I hav© triad to-ihw at lerigth rtiat sort of Reader ^is prasupposad a highly . 
' non-ordinary and nDri«^3^ectad poetic dlso^ffsr, Jlorbert Qroeban (1975? aad ^ , i 
Wolfram Mauser et al^ (1972), have Dendiaptad mpl^o a^trimants with ^ly^tc peatry*^ ^ 
^ika Janet Bnig^a (lp7l^ stvdy of the canposition prowss of youtjg ^oplsj thasa 
inTestifat|.oni siiggest tlmt many^ of our traditiomlly aeoaptad Thews' about iihat ' 
actual ly.iDccurs in languafe UBe muet ba reaonsidered^ But in contrast to many 

/ ' . . . ^ . ■ ' . . . ■ 

'^studies in the past^ tht reieiaf oh about lan^^gi Mthin the 'aotjaal contert of 
hTOan^interaction hae Y%Tf good prospaati of laiding to TOlid and woricabla 
aolutioni ©f th© siost presstng protlOT facirig the educational syBtm today,^^ * ^ 
that of tetehint paDple t& wite thetf nstiire languaga affectiTOiyp 

■ _ ' ■ . ^ /• 
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